Army N urse
\Julia Choate
|Gets Captaincy

Lt. Julia Choate of the Army
Nurse Corps, on duty in Korea, has
been promoted to the rank of Cap-
tain.

Capt. Choate entered the ANC in
March, 1945, and hag served at
Walter Reed General Hospital in
Washington, and in the Army of
Occupation in Germany.

Capt. Choate is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Choate of 83
Vance Crescent. She is a graduate
of Lee H. Edwards High School
and Biltmore Hospital School of
Nursing.
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With The Women i
 Army Nurse Gets Commendation

By Emily Schuber
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Nurse Tells Of Vietnam

She’s Not A 'Typical Wo

. By KATHY BENNETT
Times-News Stalf Writer
Shirley Blanchard looks like
“the girl next door." -

A petite brunctte, she's five
feet, three inches tall and
weighs 110 pounds. She fits
nicely into a 7-8 dress, she
wears her hair in the popular
cropped style and she has a
marvelous tan.

Sounds like someone you
know?

Shirley Blanchard is a cap-
tain in the Army Nurse Corps.
She just returned home after
a 15month tour of duly in
Vietnam, and she's been deco-

rated with the Bronze Star

for meritorious service.
Capt. Blanchard definitely is

.| not what one would think of 4' ‘

as a typical young woman.
She is young—just 24—but she
has a kind of wisdom that
usually comes with years. She
is small and slim, and yet

sha has neavan haseall ta b

strong. She found her work

as nurse o 1,700 neurosurgical ~

patients, 1,400 of whom under-
went operalive procedures, de-
pressing—yel she was
awarded a medal for her
smile.

The daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert A. Blanchard of
Rt. 7, Burlington, Capt.
Blanchard is a 1962 graduate
of Elon College High School.

was graduated from
Mercy School of Nursing in
Charlotte in 1965 and worked
first as a general duty nurse
at Memorial Hospital of Ala-
mance, then as a pediatric
nurse at Presbyterian Hospital
in Charlotte. She entered serv-

—

CAPT. SHIRLEY BLANCHARD

ice in .May 1966, when ‘she
was commissioned as a second
lieutenant.

© For reasons even she does
not understand, the captain
has, as long as she can

' remember, wanted to be an

Army nurse, She joined the
Army Student Nurse Program
in 1964 in preparation for an
Army career she plans to con-
tinve. | 4
Following basic (raining at
Ft. Sam Houston, Tex., she
was sent to an Army hospital
at Fi. McArthur, Calil., for
eight months. She volunteered
for duty in Vietnam, and,
when her initial 12-month tour
of duty in the war-lorn coun-
try was completed in

Frouary of this year, she _
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Early Air Force Nurse from Hillsboro

Py s

. requested and was granted a

three-month extension. *

Why would any young
woman want to go to Viet-
nam? Capt. Blanchard says
she volunteered because she
knew that the nursing care
would be so different from

* anything she could be doing

here. It would be a challenge,
an adventure. It would mean
traveling, it would be valuable
experience, and, most im-
portant of all, she felt that
she would be doing a valuable

-, service for her country and
its fighting men.

The 400-bed 24th Evacuation
Hospita! in Long Bien, South
Vietnam, was the local girl's
first and only assignment.
When she first arrived, there
was no running water in her
ward, an intensive care unit
for neurosurgical patients. A
doctor used his own ingenuity
lq“make running water pos-

There also were times when
supplies were limited and
Capt. Blanchard and other
nurses had to use their in-
genuily to meet patients'
nceds until the supplics were
available. Supplies were and
are not the only shortages,
however. There are not
enough nurses in Vietnam to
meet the need, and a 12-hour
workday, six days a week,
is the result.

In addition to very trauma-
tic injuries to the brain or
spinal cord, many of her pa-
tients also suffered injuries
to the chest, abdomen or

Sce SHE'S On Page 6B



https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_4039/asheville_citizentimes/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/
https://www.newspapers.com/title_498/the_daily_timesnews/

Flrst Lt Madeling Rarneyesstle, daughler of Alevander E Borney-| A graduate af Hillshaen Wigh School, she
east)e of 810 Centrnl Avenve, is shown above at the Alr Foree Paso I'“’“"« : h’( lh‘t ML iu:m :;}o-l of ‘?:.1\;“ n'; L
. 3 % . = ¥ enlered e Army Nurses Corpa In , and served wo Years in|

t Kelly, Tex,, with soldier paticnts who were wounded in action In b 0 Wiring. Woeld Wee 1
s Kurea and ace being tramparled to brooke Army Mospllal for Lwals | ghg received her dlscharge from the Army st the close of (he
ment war, and for » time was employed by the lale Dr. F. T. Harper of
Lt Barneyesstle campicted A nine-week flight murse training courae | Burtington as office and clinic nurse. Re-emern: (hs Army
In Jume, and is now he'ping to fly the wounded from advanced bases | (matoly three vears age, she saw seiviro in Jopan betoc: enterd
near the front of the fighting (n Karea to hospitals in this country, | flight nurses’ school fn May,




